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CHAPTER 23

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN KING
AND PARLIAMENT

In spite of James's success in setting up bishops in
Scotland, the Church of Scotland still differed widely Charles's
from the Church of England. It did not keep the feasts of book1 hT
the Church such as Easter and Christmas; its ministers did Scotland*
not use the Book of Common Prayer, which they thought
resembled too closely the Roman Catholic service-books,
but made up their own prayers, or used the simpler
Book of Common Order which John Knox had compiled.
Charles, urged on by Laud, made up his mind to reduce
the Presbyterians to obedience. He caused a new service-
book to be prepared, and bade the Scottish ministers to
use it. But most of the ministers thought that there
was even more Roman Catholic doctrine in it than in
the Book of Common Prayer, and refused to use it.
The few who did consent had to face angry congrega-
tions.

The first time that " Laud's Liturgy " was used in St.
Giles' Cathedral at Edinburgh a number of women
created an uproar. Their leader, said to have been one
Jenny Geddes, cried out, " Wilt thou say mass at my
lug!" and flung a stool at the clergyman's head. This riot
marked the beginning of the downfall of a king. Re-
sistance spread fast in Scotland. Bodies of men called
the " Tables " were organized to consider what course to
take. In 1638 Henderson and Johnston of Warriston
drew up the National Covenant. It was signed byThe
thousands of their fellow-countrymen, who thereby
bound themselves to defend their religion with their